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enormous, their serfs  (mi-ser)  and bondsmen   (ts*e-yo)
swarm.
To add to the embarrassment of the lay rulers of the
country, the abbots of the fourteen large lamaseries in
eastern Tibet are appointed by the Lh'asa authorities,
and exercise a prescriptive right of high and low justice
over not only their monks but their serfs and tenants.
As, for the last century, the government of Lh'asa has
been endeavoring by every means in its power to annex
eastern Tibet, notwithstanding the violent opposition of
the people of that region, we may readily conceive how
disturbing to the general peace must be the presence
of these independent and powerful communities, whose
members are solely devoted to the advancement of the
interest of mother church.1 Nor do the lamas confine them-
selves to the use of peaceful means in furtherance of their
policy; there is as much of the soldier about them as
there was in the Templars, with whom they offer many
points of resemblance.   The larger lamaseries are rather
fortified camps than the abodes of peace-loving Buddhist
monks; every lama is well-armed, well-mounted, and al-
ways ready for the fray, whether it be to resist the local
chiefs or the Chinese, or to attack a rival lamasery.  Their
declaration of war is unique of its kind.   In times of
peace lamas wear no trousers, only a long kilt called
shamta, so when about to start on a military expedition,
when they will be for days in the saddle, a nether gar-
ment becomes indispensable, and the order goes forth to
* No lama in eastern Tibet can    of priesthood) by the Pan-eh'en Bin-
have any standing among the people     poch'e* of TrasbiFunpo, he is sure of
or in his convent unless he has been     rapid advancement and of great pop-
to Lh'asa and can produce the cer-    ularity, but without the first-named
tiftcate delivered to .all pilgrims in    certificate he will never be asked to
that city* If he has been ordained    read prayers or take part in any eere-
gelong (i. <?., entered the higher order    mony outside of his convent.